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Charlotte region’s
boom gains steam

Newcomers fuel growth of 300,000 people over past six years

—

Union Co. continues
‘to be among nation’s
hottest spots, ranking
No. 15 in growth rate

By Ky Tia WEIR
kweinmchariottecheenveroom

Newcomers propelled the

Charlotte region to'its fastest
growth spurt in'years, accord-
dng tol 2006 LS. census data
released today:

The boom was more' than
even state experts anticipated,
signaling continued: pressure
on schools, roads and publie
safety agencies as communi-
ties strugele to adapt.

The tension ‘comes as
North Carpling netted more
thar - 800,000 people. from
2000 until last Tuly, withabaut
200,000 added to the: Char-
lotte region.:

The growth exceeded state
projections, but Morth Carali-
na's demographer Bill Till-
[mian was not surprised where
Athit.

“The:places that had been
growing just grew a little fast-
er,” Tillman said

The hottest regions in the
‘Carolinas continue to he hed-
room communities around
Charlotte, the' Triangle and
Myrtle Beach, the data show.
Vitginia’s erowing Norfolk-
Virginia Beach community/is
also spilling over into North

Carolina’s coastal Camden

and Gurrituck counties.

Around Charlotte, several
counties within' commuting
distance of the city grew even
faster  than Mmllenburg
Counry itself.

Union’s: rate outpaced the
region and also climbed: four
rungs to become the nation's
I5th fastest erowing big coun-
ty sinee 2000. York Cﬂml’ry,
8.C,, followed as'the regio’s
second-fastest growing cotin-
tye Neéxt: Cabartiis, Iredell,
then Mecklenburg.

Halima Ullah, 24,15 among
those drving the numbers.
She ‘heard! positive.  things
about Charlofte’s reputation
when she lived in Maryland
durmg her four-year enlist-
ment in the Air Foxee.

Her' moving van arrived
Wednesday at the three-bed-
room home she's renting with
two ropmmatesin Ballantyne,
A roommate recommended
thearea, she said) so she found
the place by Googling rentals
in the 28277 ZIP code.

Charlotte’s supposed to be
up and coming,”she said. “I've
heard people talk abaut how
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fastest growing large counties;
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Mo, 15 from No. 19 since 2000.

OO0 SUMUN - lwlnlux@thaxlulteﬂbsermm
Halima Ullah tries to determine how to fit her furniture into her new Ballantyne apartment
on Wednesday. The Maryland transplant is one of the latest additions to this region’s boom.
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B Read why newcomers to Charlotte moved here from places such as Mew York and Prince
Georges County, Md.

B See yearby-vear growth rates \narea counties.

Online Extras k Read more about the Growth around the region at WWW.CHARLOTTE.COM/news
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Charlotte’s bo om
blasts projections

Growth romia

beautifulitis.”
Booming burbs

Births account for some
‘erowth; outpacing deaths in the
region, but most of the increase
comes fron newcomers sich as
Ullah.

Some who move here eredit
affordable housing, mild winters
and job opportinitics as what at-
tracted them to' the Charlotte

But not every: county in the
carea could offer enough entice-
ments. South Garolina’s Chester
County shrank almost 4 percent
from 2000 to 2006, losing a niet of
almost 1200 people. The pop-
uladon in Cstill-rural | Anson
County remains mostly un-
touched' by.'Charlotre’s boom
and stayed relatively steady.

However, the growth rates are
based on percentages. Gounties
with smaller populations can
show more dramatic growth
rates by adding or losing a rela-
tively small number of people.
Large counties, by contrast) can
absorb thousands: of people
without showing a big spike:

For example;, Union's growth
rate was more than twice Meck-

Jenburg’s, with 42 pnrcﬂnt versis
19 percent over six years., But
LInion added almost 52,000 peo-
ple during that time compared
with Mecklenburg's 'more than
130,000 people.

Tn terms of raw nurnhen-,
Mecklenburg’s increase is the
equivalent of twice the popula-
tion of Asheville picking up and
moving to Charatte,

Yot experts say it makes sense
that growth is spilling into Char-
lotie’s neighboring counties fast-
er.

In addition to affordable land
ripe for subdivisions, many say
the! lower tax rates and strong
schools also drive some'of the
population to outlying counties.

“T' absolutely saw it coming”
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2000I00G enuiaticn estiiates;
e Bensaarapher Bill Tilinan:

said Catherine Mane A f\lien

‘fate: agent for 12 years Wwho.

helped a couple with their home

contract Wednesday, outside of
Tinion's Wesley Chapel cornmu-
nity, “It's the volume: of land'
available versus Mecklenburg,
and the lower taxation...and still
the prozimity to urban ameni-
tigs™

Growing pains

But all thar growth requires
more houses; more schools and
more roads. That's cansing some
headaches for communities
struggling to keepuap;

B Mecklenburg County pusteda
record number of building per-
mits last year, with 18,089 hous-
ing units authorized, compared
with 13,412 in 2005 Th Cornelius,
officials passed 'a- moratoerium
stopping many new residential
developments so they can plan
for the future,

& Union County off' cials warn
that a 17-cent pmpern tax in-
crease will Be necessary over the
tiext four years ta pay for'school
construction. And the  state
stopped new: permits at the
county's biggest sewer plant this

winter— effectively halting future

building - until Union'can ex-
pand the plant

B York County is'considering re-
quiring develapers to contribute
topublic services such as schools
if they want to build more
homes. _

Experts anticipate more of the
same.

The state was already slated to
‘add more than 3 million people
by 2030 'to reach more than 12
million: The census estimates ex-
ceeded Tillman's projections by
‘about 20,000 statewide. Now he
said he needs to adjust the long-
range forecast.

But economic events ‘pould
change everything. Tillman
noted the housing market tanked
in the rest of the county last .
year, but North Carolina's mar-
ket continued toboom.

“Are we behind or did wemiss
it?" he asked. — DATABASE EDITOR TED
MELLNIK /AMD ‘STAFF WRITERS |EIGH DYER;
JULA  QUNVER® AND 'DEBORAH  HIRSCH
CONTRIBLITED.
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than he had in New York, he said. Of the 5007 50
‘homes in his part of the Providence Painte subdivision,
he's only met one person there whio's actually from Charlotte instead of

thusband warks on the southwest side, Commutes

Newcomer Voices

GENTRY KIRBY

Moved from: Port Chester, N.Y., in June 2006.

Where he's living: Near Ballantyne.

Why here? Family corinections, another cammon new-
comer draw, brought Kirby Fere. He remen‘!b&rs
spending stimmers in Statesyille with relativss in the.
15705, His miother moved here nine years agotolive
near Ballantyne Country Glub. Sa hefollowed to be
closer to her - and to find aless stressful pace of life

atransplant. He's ehjoved the lower autsinsurance rates ar_u:i [z
property taxes: He likes being q]pae to shopping and golf.

SHER ARMSTRONG .

Moved from: Binghamton, MY in May 2005,

Where she's living: Indian Trail.

Why here? Like many newcomers from the Northeast,
better weather was a big draw for Armst trong and her
husbarid, who were tired of shoveling driveways in,
winter. “We wanted a place that had Southern hosp-
tality, that's not so big that people Become cold 2nd
unfeeling to 2ach bther,' she said, They chose Indian
Trall before they knew where they'd be working. She
ended up with a jobin uptown Charlotte, while her

take about 40 minutes, versus 13 or sain Brngharrrban
*| kind of wish there ws more of a direct way. Traffic is really heavy,”
she=aid,

DONALD AND CARMEN CORBIN
Moved from: Mot here ek, bt plan te rmovie by summer from Prince

Georges County, Md., to Union Caunty.

Why here? The Corbins met Wednesday to sign a contract on a hiouse in

{the St. John's Forest subdivision just outside Wesley Chapel, a rapidiy

arewing suburbin Union County: Cows graze next to the 450-acre de-
velopment, which has [ots for 637 houses. Prices ranoge from the
$150,000s to the $260,000s. Both retired recently, and they chose the

Charlotte region on the recomimenidation of a frisnd who lives in Union

County. They were drawn by what many newoorners say brings them
here: a reputation for a geod quality of life. ‘We Wanted close to 3 city,
bt still not in the hustle and bustle," Donald Corbin said. They llke the
hiousing prices, lower taxes and good schaols - their arandson will be
living with therm and attending pre-kindergarten, they said: As sports:
fans, they're looking forward to checking out the Charlotte Bobeats,
NBA team and the Canoling Panthers: NFL team. “This is pretty much
what'we want for right nc-w imoUrlife” Corbinsaid!

— LEIGH DVER



